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negotiate a peace, and his army, continuing its march,
encamped between the English army and Calcutta. The
deputies, Messrs. Walsh and Scrafton, found on reaching
the appointed place of meeting that the Nawab had
followed his army and established his headquarters in
Omichund's garden within the Mahratta ditch. Suraj ah
Dowlah received them in full durbar at 7 P.M., treated
them with haughtiness and disrespect, and directed
them to discuss details with his ministers. As they were
leaving the durbar they received a hint to take care of
themselves; and, knowing the treacherous character of
the Nawab, they put out their lights and made their
way to the English camp. The wholesale desertion of
the workmen, coolies, and servants, and the breaking-up
of the bazaar on the approach of the Nawab had left
the English army dependent upon the fort for its
supplies ; and the failure of the peace negotiations now
rendered a battle necessary. The deputies reached the
camp at 11 P.M., and Olive, after hearing their report,
determined to attack before daylight. By midnight he
was on board the flagship demanding assistance from
Watson, which was readily granted ; and at 3 A.M. the
troops were ready to march. The English force con-
sisted of five hundred and seventy sailors, seven hundred
and eighty Europeans, eight hundred sepoys, and seven
field-pieces; the Nawab's of forty thousand men, including
eighteen thousand cavalry, forty guns, and fifty elephants.
Olive's plan was to attack the artillery park; and after
spiking the guns to push on to the headquarters of the
Nawab. The head of the column entered the enemy's
camp under cover of a dense fog, about 6 A.M., and at first
carried all before it. When opposite Omichund's garden